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Rushden Academy Newsletter  

Message From the Pr incipal  

Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer 

Another week has passed in the blink of an eye with lots of 

great things taking place around the school. 

Mr Bocking delivered a hugely emotive assembly on the topic 

of Earth Day to all year groups. The assembly started with the 

iconic earthrise image which prompted discussions about why 

the image was so important to history. Mr Bocking then went on to talk about 

the rapidly increasing population and the impact on the earth’s finite 

resources and students were encouraged to reflect on the impact that more 

economically developed countries are having on poorer countries. Prior to 

the assembly Mr Bocking had placed various pieces of litter in the assembly 

hall to see if any student would pick it up without being prompted to do so. It 

was heartwarming to see Osesenaga do just that despite her fellow students 

all walking past the litter as she picked it all up by herself - a true display of 

exemplary character from her! 

The Social Action Squad have been busy undertaking a range of projects 

which includes planting five new fruit trees and a large number of deciduous 

trees at the end of the field which mark the start of a new wild patch. In 

addition, members of the squad returned to the Serve Day Centre where 

they talked with a number of residents and played bingo! 

A number of Year 11 students undertook the first of their examinations in 

drama and art this week as we enter the GCSE exam period. We recognise 

that this is a stressful time for Year 11s and all subject teachers and form 

tutors are on hand to support them in any way possible whether that be with 

sourcing additional resources, helping them prioritise revision topics or just 

talking to them to offer reassurance. Every little bit of revision makes a 

difference and so you should be seeing your child revising each evening and 

at weekends to ensure they are in the best possible position to excel in their 

examinations.   

We welcomed a large number of you into school on Thursday for Year 8 

parents’ evening. It was great to see staff updating you on how your children 

are progressing in all of their subjects as well as offering feedback on what 

they need to improve. Parents’ evening is a critical evening to ensure that 

you are best placed to support your child with their schooling and so we will 

be following up directly with those of you who were unable to attend. 

 

Continues on the next page... 
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Finally,  Mrs Brainwood took Ben, Elliott, Olivia and Ellie to present to the Rotarian’s about 

their experience of Prison? Me? No Way! which was funded by the Rotary Club. They 

presented brilliantly despite the pressures of being on stage and talking into a microphone. 

Another great endorsement of how amazing the children of Rushden Academy are. 

Have a restful weekend, 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued... 
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Wednesday night saw the commencement of Duke of 

Edinburgh expeditions skills training which was led by the 

very  experienced and knowledgeable Mr Dunn (our in 

house expedition manager).  

This week we have began with the all important cooking 

equipment. When on expedition students will be assessed 

on their safe use and preparation of team meals and hot 

drinks using a small camping stove.  

This week students learnt about the features, unpacking, 

cleanliness and hygiene and the very important safety 

around  lighting and extinguishing their own stoves.   

Students have been challenged for next week to obtain and bring 

in the mug that they will be taking and using on expedition. This 

will ideally be either plastic or metal to survive being carried along 

with all their other kit whilst journeying across the two days. 

The plan for the following sessions is outlined below with more 

details to be shared on the Bronze 2024 google classroom.  

Week 2: using the stove to make a simple hot drink 

Week 3: Using the stove to make a simple meal  

Week 4: Navigation, map scale, distance, measurements, symbols, grid references, contours 

and gradients, verbal description linking 2 places on a short simple route 

Week 5: Map setting, locating position on map, geographical direction and direction of travel 

from the map, identification of features in the countryside by using the map.  

Week 6: Route planning and simple route cards 

Week 7: Compass skills - how to care for the compass and compass features, map setting by 

the compass, finding direction. 

Week 8: Campcraft, suitable footwear, clothing, emergency equipment and its use, choosing 

and carrying gear, packing a rucksack, use of waterproof liners, safe rucksack lifting 

techniques, choosing a campsite, arrangements for water, cooking and sanitation, refuse 

disposal, and fire precautions 

Week 9: Tent pitching / striking, care of tent 

Week 10: Highway and countryside code, safe techniques to road crossing, minimising 

ecological impact. 

Week 11: First aid  

nb: Timeline is variable based on weather  

We look forward to watching the students progress over the 

coming weeks 

DofE Team  

 

Duke of Edinburgh - Preparing For Expedition 
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Use the link below to purchase any additional leavers hoodies you would like.  

Hoodies must be ordered by the end of the day today. 

https://www.leavershoodies.com/rushden-academy-2024-leavers 

https://www.leavershoodies.com/rushden-academy-2024-leavers/february-2024-1


 

 7 7 



 

 8 8 

Please remind your child to check in reception if they have lost anything. We have a selection 

of items that need to be claimed including lost keys, jewellery and uniform. 

Any items left unclaimed for 6 weeks are donated to our internal uniform stores or local charity 

shops.  

Lost Property 
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Your session is due to take place on WEDNESDAY 22nd MAY  

Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination The School Aged Immunisation Service (SAIS) will 

soon be visiting your child’s school to deliver the Human Papillomavirus (HPV). A one-dose 

schedule was introduced in September 2023, where a single dose of the HPV vaccine 

(Gardasil 9) will be offered in school year 8 (12-13 years old)  

PLEASE CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO COMPLETE THE ONLINE PROCESS, EVEN IF 

YOU WISH TO DECLINE THE VACCINATION.  

HPV e-CONSENT FORM  

If you do not wish your child to receive this vaccination, be assured that once we receive your 

refusal via the link above, we will not vaccinate your child. However, be aware that if we have 

not received any response before the vaccination session, we may offer your child the 

opportunity to self-consent on the day. This is in line with the ‘Gillick’ Competency Framework.  

 

MMR Vaccine  

We can also offer any outstanding MMR vaccinations alongside this HPV vaccine. If you 

believe your child may be missing one or both doses, please express your interest on the e-

consent link above and a clinician will contact you to discuss this vaccine. Alternatively, you 

can call our phoneline below for help and support. For information on this vaccine click link 

MMR Vaccine or scan the QR code below with your mobile device.  

If your child is absent on the day of planned vaccinations, you will be offered the opportunity to 

bring them to a community based vaccination clinic.  

If you have any queries, please contact the School Aged Immunisation Service on 0800 170 

7055 option 5.  

For more information about the HPV Vaccine, the MMR Vaccine or the School Aged 

Immunisation Services, use the QR codes below.  

Yours sincerely,  

School Aged Immunisation Service (SAIS) - Northamptonshire Healthcare NHS Foundation 

Trust  

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 

     

NHS HPV 

vaccine  

Vaccine 

Knowledge  

MMR Vaccine  HPV Multi-

language leaflet  

0-19 Children’s 

Services  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=o7rK2ZF060ieRqbnkqo_RSE60pKTmKhFqq7PXEIMcRdUM0c2UVRSTDRMOUI5VzEzVVU4VjlVU1pNSCQlQCN0PWcu&web=1&wdLOR=c0987CB05-D901-4493-96FC-1DBAFCCB8913
https://www.nhs.uk/vaccinations/mmr-vaccine/
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SAS This Week 

This week it was SAS Squad Biscuit’s turn to maintain the garden 

while Squad Elf visited the Serve Day Centre and played bingo with 

the service users.   

Thank you all for your hard work and dedication to making Rushden Academy, and Rushden 

Town a nicer, friendlier place to be. 

#TeamRushden #RASAS #Ethos #GraceFoundation 

Rushden Academy's Social Action Squad's (SAS) are always looking for opportunities to help 

within the community. If you know of anywhere we could help or support please let us know. 

We are looking for one off opportunities, short term commitments and long term projects.  

To contact the Social Action Squad, email socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net. 

Rushden Academy SAS 

Please ensure your contact details are up to date. It is important that we have the correct 

phone numbers and email addresses for you and any other contacts on our system. 

You can do this by calling main reception on 01933 350391 if anything changes, or by using 

the SIMS Parent (Lite) App.  

Ensure Your Contact Details Are Correct 

mailto:socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-registration-880675543257?

aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hop

e+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-out-for-parents-dads-registration-880684891217?

aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hop

e+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206 
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-registration-880675543257?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-registration-880675543257?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-registration-880675543257?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/handling-anger-in-the-family-registration-880675543257?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-out-for-parents-dads-registration-880684891217?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-out-for-parents-dads-registration-880684891217?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-out-for-parents-dads-registration-880684891217?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/time-out-for-parents-dads-registration-880684891217?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_campaign=3b7b8ffee4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_20_03_28_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Hope+for+Families&utm_term=0_e4df8181d3-3b7b8ffee4-590540206
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Performing Arts Update 

Drama: 

Year 8 has been exploring physical theatre this week. They are focussing on the genre of 

comedy and using detailed mime. We have been exploring how the body can be used as a 

storytelling device and how the focus on detailed mime can assist this. They have been 

thinking about using dramatic techniques, such as slow motion, in with their scene as well. 

Overall, year 8 has been progressing nicely.  

 

Dance:  

Year 7 students have recently been introduced to the dynamic Brazilian dance form known as 

‘Capoeira’. Throughout the term, they will delve into the intricacies of this martial arts-inspired 

style, mastering foundational movements and even choreographing their own duets. The 

enthusiasm displayed by all students towards Capoeira has been remarkable, and their 

progress is evident. With its blend of hidden gymnastic and karate techniques, the school hall 

is a vibrant showcase of their dedication and talent this term.  

 

Music:  

This term we are working on some very exciting projects. Year 7 have been introduced to pop 

bands and have been exploring the infinite list of 4 chord songs. Going through this term, they 

are going to be revisiting keyboard skills, singing and learning chords on the Ukulele to 

eventually create their own pop band and perform with their peers in class.  

Year 8 have been exploring rock bands and have been introduced to guitar chords this week. 

They will also be drawing upon key skills learnt and developing their skills on the drums, to 

eventually form their own rock bands and perform at the end of term 6.  

The year 9’s have been introduced to their performance and composition tasks this term, 

where they get to decide if they would like to rehearse, develop and perform an existing 

repertoire, or if they would like to create their own piece of music by using music software to 

mix and create new repertoire.  

 

We Will Rock You: 

Rehearsals continue for WWRY this week and we have been looking at the routine for Crazy 

Little Thing Called Love. We have been seeing lots of extra rehearsals this week, which is 

fantastic.  

The cast have been singing Bohemian Rhapsody as well and this will be an ongoing thing at 

the beginning of every rehearsal.  

Costume lists will be coming out next week and the crew have also been continuing working 

on development this week.  
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Performing Arts Update 

 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - 

please get in touch with Mrs Ede! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and 

singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and 

we will try and source the provision! 

j.ede@rushden-academy.net 

mailto:j.ede@rushden-academy.net
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and student behaviour.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

behaviour events. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times a 

year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Assistant Principal on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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