
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

The first few weeks of school have flown and it has been a 

genuine pleasure to drop into lessons and see your 

children engaging with their learning so positively.   

It was Mr Billam’s turn to lead assemblies which focused on 

the Rushden STARR value of serving others. Students 

reflected on U-Boat 559 and those that sacrificed their lives to protect a 

code book in contrast with things they can do on a daily basis to help such 

as washing up, making dinner or cutting the lawn. They then looked at the 

Bronze Serve criteria and were encouraged to think about what they can 

do to achieve each criterion.   

Miss McKenzie, our Ethos Team’s Family Support Worker, organised a 

coffee morning for Year 7 parents which was very well attended. It was 

lovely to see parents and carers talking about how their children have 

settled in at Rushden Academy and I very much appreciated the 

opportunity to talk with many of you about the transition to Secondary 

School. We will look to hold more of these events in future which provide a 

face to face opportunity to talk about the education we provide here at 

Rushden Academy. 

The new food room has gone down exceptionally well with all students and 

I have been into Mr Brainwood’s lessons regularly to see excited students 

learning knife skills, preparing vegetables for spiced carrot and red lentil 

soup and fruit salads. Cooking is an important life skill and I look forward 

to seeing this area of the curriculum go from strength to strength over the 

coming years.    

On Thursday evening, we welcomed many of you that have children in 

Year 11 for the Class of 2024 launch. Those of you that attended should 

have gained a good oversight of the year ahead in terms of key exam 

dates, the content covered on different exams and plenty of ideas of how 

to support your child with their revision in this important year. We also 

provided a resource pack to all students to help kick start their revision. It 

was great to see a real ‘buzz’ around the progress league tables with lots 

of you keen to see where your child is currently in the standings. The 

presentation will be sent out to all parents and we will be following up with 

parents and carers who were not in attendance.   

Continues on the next page... 
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Last week I mentioned the importance of monitoring your child’s social media and this week I 

wanted to make you all aware of the government’s new online safety bill which is likely to 

come into effect imminently. The bill proposes to introduce a number of new offences in 

relation to mobile devices and there will be assemblies for students next week to go through 

these. Most importantly is the introduction of an offence whereby any student who films or 

distributes images or videos of fighting, which has been the case in the past, will result in 

potential criminal investigations.   

Just a reminder that next Thursday, after school, is our Year 7 meet the tutor evening so that 

parents and carers can meet with your child’s form tutor to discuss how they have settled in.   

Finally, thank you for working with us to resolve any uniform issues from the start of term; it is 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued... 

You should have received an email with information and the link to the NHS consent form for 

the flu immunisations that the school nursing team will be offering on Thursday 5th October. 

Please remember to complete the consent form in order for your child to have the vaccine.  

For more information, and to complete the form, please click here. 

Flu Immunisation Programme 

There will be a photographer in school on Thursday 28th September to take official school 

photos of Year 7 and Year 10 students.  

Please ensure you have returned the photographic consent form in order for your child’s 

picture to be taken. 

School Photographs for Year 7 & Year 10 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=o7rK2ZF060ieRqbnkqo_RSE60pKTmKhFqq7PXEIMcRdUOE43VThTWDZDTzFIOThUNzJLN043WktBSyQlQCN0PWcu
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and student behaviour.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

behaviour events. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times a 

year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 
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Year 7s have had their first attempts at knife 

skills.  We have been using the ‘bridge’ and 

the ‘claw’ methods to prepare vegetables.  We 

have been practicing with celery and carrots, 

and some very fortunate pet rabbits and 

guinea pigs have benefitted from our hard 

efforts with a luxurious evening meal!  With 

180 students practicing their knife skills, I 

consider just 2 plasters a good outcome. 

Year 8 and 9 have taken these pre-learned 

knife skills and have been making fruit 

salads.  Students were all provided with an 

apple, an orange and a banana to 

prepare.  Many brought in extra fruits to add to 

their dish, including the preparation of 

pineapples, melons and a couple 

mangoes.  We had bowls of colour and a few 

fruit skewers. 

This Week in Food Technology 



 

 

NEW PARENT FEATURES FOR FACEBOOK MESSENGER AND 

INSTAGRAM  

 

As of 30th August new parental features for FB Messenger and Instagram globally. 

Specific updates for Messenger: 

• View how much time your child spends on the app. 

• Updates on their contact list. 

• Notification if your child reports someone. 

• View who can message your child. 

• View who can see your child's stories. 

Specific updates for Instagram: 

• Before being able to message someone who doesn't follow them, people must now send a 

text only invite to connect (in other words, no more unwanted explicit photos from people 

you don't follow). No further interaction can take place unless the recipient accepts the 

invite. 

 

You can find out more about keeping your child safe on Meta platforms here:  https://

familycenter.meta.com/uk/ 

 

 
Discord Family Centre 

 

Discord used to be popular with gamers, now it's hugely popular amongst non-gamers too. 

Historically Discord has been very lax regarding features that are available for parents to help 

keep their children safe, but this has recently changed, albeit the changes are a minuscule 

step in the right direction, at least it's something. 

Essentially, like many other apps, Discord now has a Family Centre. Once set up parents can 

see: 

• What servers (chat rooms) their children have joined or participated in. 

• Everyone they've messaged. 

• New users they've connected with. 

You can find out more about what Discord are doing HERE, and THIS page will show you how 

to set up Family Centre. 

5 5 

Online Safety Briefing 

https://familycenter.meta.com/uk/
https://familycenter.meta.com/uk/
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=84dae1ab5c&e=d4ac9cd963
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=c22994f896&e=d4ac9cd963
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We are delighted to announce that all Year 7 & 

Year 8 students will each receive a free book from 

Rushden Academy.  

When the students returned in September, all of 

Year 7 & Year 8 students were given a choice 

of 16 new titles and were asked to choose 

which one they would like to receive. These 

titles were then ordered by the school, and we 

are pleased to say that the order has already 

arrived!  

The books will be given out to students during 

their form time.  

14 of the titles are on the Accelerated reader 

system, so each student will be able to quiz 

once they have finished their book.  

The library also holds a copy of each book so if 

the students see another title that they would 

like to read, they are more than welcome to 

borrow it from the library. We are all passionate 

about encouraging our students' love of 

reading, and hope that the students enjoy their 

new book.  

Mrs N Raven & Mrs M Quantrill 

Literacy News 
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For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - 

please get in touch with Mrs Ede! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and 

singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and 

we will try and source the provision! 

j.ede@rushden-academy.net 
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Drama: 

The first few weeks of being back in the drama classroom have been brilliant. We have seen 

some new year 7s who are eager to learn and impress us with their talent. We have seen the 

return of our older students who are getting back into the swing of things with their lessons. 

We have some exciting new BTEC students who are getting stuck in with their component 1 

studies already.  

We have had a positive start to the term and cannot wait to see what is in store for the rest of 

the year! 

 

 

Dance: 

It has been a pleasure witnessing so many enthusiastic students returning to lessons keen to 

know their dance learning journey this academic year. KS4 have been introduced to their 

components and are currently starting to make progress towards their course work.  

Dance club is back and will run every Friday, but we also have a new dance club on Mondays 

(please see information below). Fantastic start to this term! 

 

 

Music: 

It has been a lovely start to the year in music, with us welcoming our BTEC music group in 

year 10 and helping them progress in their chosen specialties. Also, it has been lovely to see 

so many year 7’s interested in extra singing and instrumental lessons with our peripatetic 

music teachers. As always, please let us know if you would like information on any additional 

lessons.  

It has been great to see so many of our KS3 students continue to develop their skills in music 

and bring their individuality into their creations. We look forward to hearing their pieces as the 

term continues! 

Performing Arts Update 

mailto:j.ede@rushden-academy.net


 

 10 10 

We Will Rock You School Edition: 

Auditions took place for this year's whole school musical on Monday. A massive well done for 

everyone that has signed up and for those who have bravely auditioned for a main role. We 

have set up lots of recall auditions for Friday and wish all the auditionees good luck! 

Our first rehearsal on Tuesday was all about community. As a performing arts department, it is 

so important to come together as a community and be one collective company. We use the 

first rehearsal as an opportunity for all members of the musical, cast, crew and production, to 

come together and get to know one another better. 

This year's company all seem very determined and keen to give everything a go, which is 

wonderful. We are all ready to begin and have We Will Rock You stuck in our heads for the 

entire year! 

Performing Arts Update 
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Rushden Academy PE - Inspiring ALL to participate in and enjoy Physical Activity 

Why should you get involved? 

 Part of our PE Assessment - HEALTHY ME!  

 Increase your Physical Activity for a healthy lifestyle 

 Contribute to the school STARR award or your DofE Award 

 Learn new skills and practice for fixtures against other schools 

 Get outside, enjoy the weather and boost your mental health too! 

 Make new friends and socialise with others  

 Be part of a team! 

 
Competitions 

Football - Boys and Girls Fixtures 

For the first time in years, we have entered the football leagues. We have fixtures that are 

every Wednesday (for the boys) starting on the 27th September! And Thursday 28th 

September (for the girls). So please get yourselves along. If you do not attend the clubs you 

will not be able to be picked to play in the competitions.  

Netball Fixtures 

All years groups have been entered into the leagues which start on the 26th September!  

 

If you want any more information or if you have any questions then please just speak to any 

member of the PE faculty. 

PE Extra Curricular Activities 
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Come and swap your children’s clothes they 

have grown out of for ones that fit. 

Saturday 7th October 2.00pm-4.00pm 

Saturday 4th November 2.00pm-4.00pm 

Rush2theDen Fitzwilliam Street, Rushden 

free car parking at the Duck Street car park 

just behind the building. 

For more information please visit their 

Facebook page Facebook Rush2theDen 

Rush2TheDen Swap Shop 

The following subjects are offering extra support for Year 11s after school in the form of a 

Period 6, from 3pm-4pm. 

This will change throughout the year, so keep an eye out and listen to the updates from your 

head of year. 

Year 11 Period 6 Timetable 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Creative Arts Maths Drama English German 

Did you visit our canteen this week for our first theme day of 

the academic year? 

Canteen - It’s All Greek! 

https://www.facebook.com/RUSH2TheDEN2
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Our Social Action Squad has got off to a roaring start last 

academic year! We completed three community litter 

picks, and had students join the Revolution Manchester 

trip, clearing gardens and painting a community bike 

library. 

If you have a project that you would like to see the Social 

Action Squad tackle this term, or know of anyone in our 

community who needs a helping hand, drop us a line at 

socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net and we will see 

what we can do to help. No job too big or too small for the 

SAS! #TeamRushden #RASAS 

Rushden Academy SAS 

mailto:socialactionsquad@rushden-academy.net
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Come to our Open Evening on Thursday 12th October!  

 

If you would like to book onto one of the talks by the Principal, follow the link below.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/717058389947?aff=oddtdtcreator  

 

You are more than welcome to just pop in and look around without booking onto one of the 

talks.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/717058389947?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Stars of the Week 
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Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Assistant Principal on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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