
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

I am not sure where this term has gone as it seems like 

only yesterday we were returning after the Christmas 

break! 

As usual, the final week brought rewards assemblies for all 

year groups which recognised both individual and collective 

efforts. It is always a pleasure to sign rewards certificates for students and 

this term was no exception. Of particular note was Olivia who received a 

certificate for becoming a sextuple millionaire having read over 6 million 

words since September - a phenomenal achievement. Other rewards were 

given out for exemplary conduct and attendance along with the first 

recipients of the Rushden STARR badges which was fantastic to see. 

Wednesday evening was the performing arts’ spring showcase and what 

an evening it was. There was so much talent on display across all of the 

different disciplines and the event was very well attended. I know a huge 

amount of work went into preparing the evening, both from the students 

and the performing arts teachers, and it was another opportunity to 

recognise and celebrate our incredibly talented students. A big well done 

to everyone involved! 

Year 11 continued to work hard in preparation for their mock examinations 

and on Thursday I was invited to the creative arts block by Mrs Owen and 

was amazed to see over 60 students who had voluntarily stayed behind 

after school to work on their coursework and exam pieces. The extra 

commitment to independent learning will have a big impact on their final 

results and so it was great to see this from so many students there.   

The highlight of the week for me though was seeing our amazingly 

talented performing arts go to Southend Junior School to perform ‘Add me’ 

which is an incredibly powerful piece of drama around the dangers of 

social media. They performed the piece to Year 5 and 6 students who will 

all of benefitted from the clear messages around how to stay safe online.  

We have also taken the opportunity this week to write to parents of 

students where there has been a persistent uniform issue to allow you 

rectify this over the half term period. If you require any support with 

regards to replacing uniform please do not hesitate to contact your child’s 

Head of Year. 
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Finally I just wanted to signpost you to the information about the Grand Union Teaching 

Partnership(GUTP) that appears later in the newsletter. If you or a family member is 

interested in training to be a teacher, please get in touch with us and we can see how we can 

support you. 

Thank you for all your continued support and I hope you all have a pleasant half term whether 

you are working or on annual leave, 

Yours sincerely, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 

Message From the Principal Continued…. 

Year 9 will be receiving their teenager booster vaccine on Monday 20th February. For more 

information, and to give consent, please click here. The link will close 7 days before the 

session. 

Children who are absent or missed their opportunity to be vaccinated at the school session 

will be offered the opportunity to be booked into a community clinic. 

Year 9 Vaccinations - Monday 20th February 2023 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rushden-academy-sex-relationships-digital-technology-parents-workshop-tickets-530365506507
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=o7rK2ZF060ieRqbnkqo_RSE60pKTmKhFqq7PXEIMcRdURU41SlgwUDMwT0dJT0JUMFRNTk5UREY2OSQlQCN0PWcu&wdLOR=cC4DB72C5-D31A-466A-BAA8-5A9A241E6FFD
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Since the launch of the Rushden STARR at the start of term, many of our students have been 

ticking off their criteria and providing evidence to show us what they have achieved. 

The first student to achieve a badge was Kieran in year 9 and since then we have added the 

following students to our list: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The following students are only 1 criteria away from the following badges: 

 

Please encourage your children to come and get their criteria signed off with either Mrs 

Brainwood, Mr Noblett or their Head of Year.  

We are looking forward to awarding the badges as soon as they arrive, after half term. 

Mrs G Brainwood  Mr J Noblett 

Assistant Principal   Ethos Team Leader 

The Rushden STARR - First Badges to be Awarded 

Bronze SERVE: Bronze ASPIRE: 

Meera - year 10 Gracey  - year 10 

Gracey - year 10  

Jonathan -year 10  

James - year 10  

Kieran - year 9  

Bronze SERVE: Bronze THRIVE: Bronze ASPIRE: 

Sam - year 9  Gracey -  year 10 Sam - year 9 

Harry - year 9  Meera - year 10 Robert - year 8 

Robert - year 8   
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Year 10 Sport  

Our Year 10 BTEC Sport students are currently preparing to sit their first assignments. The 

assignments were released this week and we have been looking at the scenarios and 

preparing them to apply the knowledge they have learnt to them. They will spend the next 

term completing these assignments, primarily on computers independently and under exam 

conditions.  

Prior to this we have been working hard to cover the content needed and we have been 

looking at planning, adapting and delivering a warm up. Students have been growing in 

confidence with their leadership and practising in their core PE lessons and in after school 

clubs to gain experience in leading activities. They have to be recorded as part of their 

assignment. 

Good luck to all involved. 

 

Year 11 Sport  

Year 11 Sport students are coming towards the end of their Components for the course. The 

groups are focussing on completing their Sports Injuries assignments where the students look 

in detail at the types of common and complex injuries, the science behind the injury and the 

factors that can cause the injury to occur. Not only that, the students have learned about how 

best to rehabilitate these types of injury as well as looking at how modern technology, such as 

Cryotherapy Chambers and the role they can play in speeding up recovery. 

The final assignment for Year 11 will be on Sports Technology. Looking at advancements in a 

variety of sports and categories. For example, how protective equipment, such as cricket 

helmets, have adapted over time to ensure the highest level of protection for players. 

Students also look at the implications of these technologies, around cost and access at 

amateur and grassroots levels. There will also be the opportunity for students to resit the 

Component 2 exam that the cohort sat in the spring of Year 10. Should your child wish to 

resit, please ask them to speak to Ms McVeigh or Mr C Smith in their next lesson. 

 

Year 12 Sport 

Our Year 13 Double Sport students have just completed their external exam unit on Sports 

Businesses and the students were tasked with recommending business improvements to an 

online fitness platform business. The students had to research the market themselves and go 

into the exam having the knowledge and statistics on three of the market leaders in the online 

fitness world (for example, Peloton or Apple Fitness). 

With the final exam unit out of the way, the students have now started their final coursework 

unit on Skill Acquisition. The class are now analysing 2 elite performers in a chosen sport and 

looking at how the performers apply their learned skills, natural skill and information 

processing models to compete at the highest level in their chosen field of sport.  

Further on in the unit, we will be looking at teaching and learning pedagogy with the 

opportunity for students to apply these in the real world. 

This Week in Sport Studies 
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In Core PE, students have recently changed on to a new rotation including Basketball, 

Football and Trampolining. Often these three sports are the most popular with students keen 

to demonstrate their ability and showcase their current skills.  

Previously, students had been completing a rotation of lessons including OAA, Fitness and 

Table Tennis focusing on 3 of the ME’s in PE (Theory, Coaching and Healthy). Across this 

rotation students have developed a range of new skills such as map reading, officiating and 

umpiring and also deepening their knowledge of anatomy and physiology learning particularly 

about muscles and bones. 

In the new term a new extracurricular timetable will be shared with students, providing many 

further opportunities for them to participate in new sports both during and after the school day 

with lunchtimes clubs being introduced throughout the week.  

A reminder that attendance at these clubs can count towards your STARR award in school 

and lead to lots of exciting opportunities within the faculty including competing in fixtures and 

festivals against other local schools. 

This Week in Core PE 

As part of our ongoing drive to improve standards, we have noticed that many students are 

beginning to wear inappropriate PE kits for the lessons in which they are completing, with 

many students still wearing their T-shirts and shorts in this cold weather. Can I take this 

opportunity to remind parents that warmer pieces of uniform can be purchased online, 

including the Rushden Academy ¼ zip, tracksuit bottoms and jumpers.  

However, we do understand that in the current climate that these can be quite costly, but 

students are allowed to wear layers underneath their PE uniform such as base layers, long 

sleeve tops, compression clothing etc.  

Students who are participating in lessons on the field are also expected to wear football/rugby 

boots. This is very much a health and safety reasoning with the weather becoming 

increasingly cold and wet, these offer students greater protection and control whilst taking part 

in the lesson. As a department we do have some spare boots to provide students but not 

enough for everyone, so your help and support with these would be greatly appreciated.  

On the topic of PE kit, if you do have any old PE kit or football boots that no longer fit your 

child and you would be willing to donate them to the PE department it would be greatly 

appreciated and would very much help some families and students in the academy.  

PE Kit Reminders / Expectations 

Have a look at the Stay Connected Newsletter to see what is happening in our area. 

https://sway.office.com/0luIjDmRLNSertdg?ref=email 

Stay Connected Newsletter 

https://sway.office.com/0luIjDmRLNSertdg?ref=email
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As we reach another half term break, and with the arrival of spring hopefully imminent, we 

wanted to take this opportunity to remind our students about checking they have the correct 

uniform ahead of the last three terms of this academic year. 

Heads of Year have congratulated the vast majority of our students who wear the correct 

uniform every day and we are justifiably proud of how smart and well presented they look.  

Over the next week, please could you check that your child is ready for the return on Monday 

20th February with the correct items as stated in our uniform policy. 

The full document can be found on our website (Uniform), but here is an overview: 

 

All students are to attend the Academy wearing full school uniform: 

• A school black blazer with or without the school emblem.  

• A white shirt which is smartly tucked in. 

• Black trousers, no leggings, jeggings or jeans. Trousers made of jean like material or 

design do not meet the uniform standard and are not to be worn.  

• The official grey checked school skirt – no black skirts to be worn.  

• A school tie. 

• An optional plain black V neck jumper – no other jumpers to be worn.  

• Footwear that meets the agreed standard which is leather or leather-like that can be 

polished - no canvas footwear or fabric trainers to be worn.  

 

The following do not meet the uniform expectations: 

• Hoodies (if we see them, they will be confiscated like a mobile phone and taken to student 

reception for collection at home time). This includes sweatshirts and sports tops worn 

under blazers. 

• Leggings. 

• Fluffy socks. 

• Jumpers that are not plain, black v-neck (as per hoodies). 

• Shoes or trainers that are not black and not polishable. 

• Facial piercings or more than 2 piercings per ear. 

• False nails. 

Uniform Reminders 

https://www.rushden-academy.net/pastoral-care/uniform
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Anything that can be worn over a blazer and is warm, padded and/or waterproof with a full 

length zip will be classed as an acceptable coat 

 

                              
 

 

 

Uniform Reminders 
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The Academy Library has had a bit of refurbishment, with some cleaning, painting and new 

settees. The comfortable seating area is now looking really cosy and welcoming. Students are 

already loving it, with many of them coming in at break and lunch-time to nestle down with a 

good book. 

Just need to keep an eye on those muddy shoes… 

Happy reading :)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jet has been enjoying some time in the Library this 

week.  

He was helping with some book covering, although 

his little, puppy claws made this quite difficult.  

We are looking forward to him helping with some 

reading as he gets older.  

 

New Library Seating Area 
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Please make sure you let Rushden Academy know if any of your contact details change. You 

can do this via the SIMS Parent App, or by calling main reception on 01933 350391 

Check Your Contact Details Are Correct 
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Free Northants Swimming Sessions During Half Term 

Young people are being invited to take the plunge and enjoy free swimming sessions across 

the North Northamptonshire Council area this February half-term. 

The offer will be applicable between from Monday, February 13 to Friday, February 17 at the 

five North Northants pools: 

• Corby – 11am to 12.30pm - Corby East Midlands International Pool, Parkland Gateway, 

George St, Corby NN17 1QG 

• Rushden – 11am to noon and noon to 1pm (two sessions) - Splash Leisure Pool, Station 

Road, Rushden, NN10 9SJ 

• Thrapston – 1pm to 2.30pm - Nene Leisure Centre, Cedar Drive, Thrapston, NN14 4JY 

• Wellingborough – 1.35pm to 2.55pm - Waendel Leisure Centre, Thomas Street, 

Wellingborough, NN8 1DZ 

• Kettering – noon to 1.30pm - Kettering Pool, London Rd, Kettering NN15 7QA 

For booking and more information contact your local swimming pool. 

The sessions are available to anyone under the age of 18, however under eights will need to 

be accompanied by a paying adult  

Swimming has many health benefits as a non-weight-bearing exercise that improves both 

physical and mental health, while keeping the sessions free makes the activity available to all. 
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What a busy few weeks it has been in the hair and beauty department. As always, we have 

been very busy in our salons with clients. Please call 01933 417858 to book in! 

 

Level 3 Hair and Beauty students trip to 

Rushton hall spa 25/01/23  

The students were lucky enough to attend 

a day trip to Rushton Hall spa last week. 
This always proves to be a huge success, 

with the students making contacts for 

potential future careers as well as being 

able to access the beautiful surroundings 

and utilising the amazing facilities at 

Rushton Hall spa.  

As part of the trip, students got to see the 

different pathways within the hair and 

beauty sector, as well as experience a spa 

day, so had the luxury of accessing both 

sides.  

Throughout the day all of students 

behaved exceptionally and represented the 

school in a professional manner, showing 

an awareness of the importance of their 

surroundings. Another very successful spa 

trip after a long wait!  

A huge thank you to all students and staff that attended. 

 

 

Steiner Cruise ship talk 02/02/23 

Kate Finch, a recruitment manager 

for Steiner cruise ships, and an 

amazing stylist, gave a long lovely 

talk on the recruitment process as 

well as what life on board a cruise 

ship is like.   

We have a lot of students interested 

in cruise ships as a possible career 

pathway and with the help of Kate 

our students have never been more 

determined to follow their dreams!  

 

Hair & Beauty at Rushden Academy 
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Cruise ship talk from a current employee of Disney Cruise ship 09/02/23.  

The students were lucky enough to have 

an honest and open talk with a current 

employee of the Disney ship.  

She kindly came in and gave a talk on life 

on board a cruise ship. She gave a lot of 

information to prepare all the students that 

are interested in a possible career on sea. 

 

 

 

The Mayoress of Higham Ferrers  

We were lucky enough to have a very important client come in for a well-deserved pamper, 

the wonderful Mayoress of Higham Ferrers.  

It was a true pleasure to have her company in the salon, and she was over the moon with the 

results of her new style! 

 

Is your child looking for a career in the Hair and 

Beauty industry? 

We offer level 2 and 3 qualifications here at 

Rushden Hair and Beauty academy, Hayway, 

NN106AG. 

Feel free to email k.olrod@rushden-academy.net 

or call 01933417858 for more information. 

Hair & Beauty at Rushden Academy 

mailto:k.olrod@rushden-academy.net
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Please be aware we are a training salon, so appointments may be cancelled due to 

absences of  the students. 

Your hair and beauty services will be carried out by a student and will be supervised 

by a member of staff. 

Treatments that are offered will vary, dependant upon the assessment criteria that is 

needed at the time by the students. 

The prices for colouring does not include a cut, but does include a finish. 

For any treatments with colour, a skin test needs to be completed 24-48 hours prior to 

the services. 

Call us to book your appointment or for further enquires 01933 417858 

Hair & Beauty at Rushden Academy 

Hair Price List Level 2 Level 3 

Styling  

Wash & blow-dry/set £5.00 £6.00 

Ladies cut £5.00 £10.00 

Restyle £8.00 £12.00 

Wash, cut & finish £10.00 £13.00 

Restyle and finish £8.00 £15.00 

Gents £5.00 £7.00 

Conditioning treatment (with finish) £10.00 £12.00 

Colouring  

Quasi permanent colour   

Full head - short hair (long hair) £12.00 (£16.00) £16.00 (£20.00) 

Semi permanent:   

Semi permanent - short hair (long hair) £10.00 (£13.00) £11.00 (£14.00) 

Colouring and permanent tinting   

Full head - short hair (long hair) £13.00 (£19.00) £20.00 (£25.00) 

Roots only £10.00 £13.00 

Roots & refresh - short hair (long hair) £13.00 (£20.00) £20.00 (£25.00) 

Highlights/Lowlights   

With cap £12.00 £15.00 

Woven - short hair (long hair) £22.00 (£27.00) £27.00 (£30.00) 

T-section - short hair (long hair) £12.00 (£17.00) £20.00 (£25.00) 

Flashes (per pack) £3.00  

Lightening products bleach   

Full head - short hair £22.00 (£25.00) £25.00 (£28.00) 

Spectrum (specialised tonal highlighting) extra £8.00 

Extras  

Colour mousse - £1.00  

Eraser colour remover & colour correction - (Consultation needed)  

Toner - £5 extra on top of the colour service 

Beauty Price List  

Facial treatments  

Cleanse and make up £8.00 

Facial with cleanse and mask £6.00 

Luxury facial £7.00 

Holistic treatments  

Massages:  

Indian head massage (30mins) £7.00 

Indian head massage (45mins) £8.00 

Hot stone (back only) £8.00 

Hot stone (full body) £12.00 

Full body massage £11.00 

Back, neck & shoulder massage £7.00 

Body treatments  

G5 massage £9.00 

Infrared £5.00 

Manicure & pedicure  

Mini manicure (file/polish) £3.50 

Manicure £5.00 

Luxury manicure  £7.00 

Mini pedicure (file/polish) £3.50 

Pedicure £5.00 

Luxury pedicure £7.00 

Re varnish £3.00 

Nail art extra £3.50 
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What is TikTok? 

TikTok is a short form video app. It is a place for fun and positive content created by real 

people around the world. Our mission is to inspire creativity and bring joy. 

Creating a TikTok account 

TikTok can be downloaded from the App Store, Google Play Store, Amazon Appstore, and 

other official application platforms. TikTok has a 12+ rating in the Apple App Store and is 

listed as “Parental Guidance Recommended” in Google’s Play Store. If you don’t want your 

teen to download TikTok, these ratings mean you can prevent them from doing so using the 

parental controls available via these stores or platforms. 

To sign up for TikTok, people must provide their date of birth. 

Why it’s important your teen provides their real date of birth 

TikTok is only for those aged at least 13 and it’s important that your teen provides their real 

date of birth. From restricting access to certain features to tailoring the ads people can see, 

accurate information helps ensure community members have the correct age-appropriate 

experience. For example, in addition to our age requirement, we do not allow younger people 

on TikTok to use age-restricted features such as the ability to host LIVE or use Direct 

Messaging. 

Community Guidelines 

Offering a safe and supportive environment is our top priority. We believe that feeling safe is 

essential to helping people feel comfortable with expressing themselves openly and 

creatively. We remove content, including video, audio, livestream, images, comments and text 

that violate our Community Guidelines, and accounts involved in severe or repeated 

violations. Under certain circumstances, we will go one step further and report the accounts to 

relevant legal authorities to keep our community safe. Our Community Guidelines apply to 

everyone, and to everything shared on TikTok. 

Family Pairing 

Parenting a teen’s digital life can be daunting, which is why we offer caregivers meaningful 

ways to set guardrails with their teens on TikTok. 

Our Family Pairing features let parents link their TikTok account to their teen’s to enable a 

variety of content and privacy settings. We encourage caregivers to discuss the Family 

Pairing features with their teens, and explain why they choose to turn them on. Even without 

Family Pairing enabled, parents can help their teens enable our app’s Screen Time offerings, 

including Daily Screen Time and Restricted Mode, which are protected by a passcode set by 

the parent or guardian. These settings may vary depending on your region and version of the 

app. 

 

 

For more information about TikTok and their safety guidelines visit https://www.tiktok.com/

safety/en/guardians-guide/ 

TikTok Guide for Parents 

https://www.tiktok.com/community-guidelines
https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en/guardians-guide/
https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en/guardians-guide/
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Cost of Living Support 

 

Warm Spaces 

 

Food Bank 

School are able to make referrals so that you receive additional support 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION INCLUDING FINANCIAL 

SUPPORT 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living 

Organisation Opening Times 

Salvation Army Mondays 10am-2pm 

St Mary’s Church, Rushden Tuesdays 10am-2pm 

Wesleyan Church, Rushden High Street Wednesdays 10.30am-1.30pm 

St Mary’s Church, Rushden Thursdays 12 noon-4pm 

Rushden Town Council (Rushden Hall) Fridays 1.30pm-3.30pm 

Rushden Library Monday-Friday 9am-6pm 

Saturdays 9am-5pm 

Hope Methodist Church, Higham Ferrers Tuesdays 1pm-3pm 

St Mary’s Church, Higham Ferrers Thursdays 10am-2pm 

Encompass 

19-21 Church Street 

Rushden 

NN10 9YU 

01933 733001 

Info@encompasscharity.org.uk 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/cost-living
mailto:Info@encompasscharity.org.uk
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Year 11 Mocks February 2023 
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KS4 Summer Exam Timetable 
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KS5 Summer Exam Timetable 
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KS5 Summer Exam Timetable 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @Rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@Rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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