
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer  

May I start by wishing you all a very warm welcome back to 

this new and exciting academic year. It has been my first 

week as Principal and I have truly been blown away by the 

passion, dedication and commitment of both the staff and 

the students to the values of Team Rushden. 

All staff returned to the academy on the 1st and 2nd of September for two 

training days where we looked at how we will continue to strengthen both 

the education and the opportunities we provide for all students within our 

care. It was also an opportunity to celebrate the successes of the Year 11 

and 13 students who sat their GCSE and A Level examinations in the 

summer. 

On Monday, it was a pleasure to start the week welcoming the new year 7 

students who all looked incredibly smart and arrived with equal measures 

of excitement and apprehension at the start of their secondary school 

journey. I have enjoyed visiting their lessons over the course of the week 

and it has been pleasing to see so many of them willing to contribute to 

classroom discussions and give answers to all sorts of questions. They 

have also been completing their Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs) to ensure 

that we have all the information we require to help them to achieve their 

full potential.  

Years 12 and 13 also returned first thing on Monday and I was able to join 

their assembly to listen to Mrs Owen brief them on the year ahead as part 

of The East Northants College (TENC). The Year 12s were all keen to 

receive their timetables and lanyards to start their Key Stage 5 journey 

whilst Year 13 were all ready to start their final year at Rushden Academy.  

All other year groups returned for period 2 on Monday and the significant 

majority of students returned in impeccable uniform. For those students 

whose uniform fell slightly short of our high expectations, please can I take 

this opportunity to thank you for supporting the academy in getting the 

issues resolved swiftly.  

I have visited many lessons across the academy this week and I am 

genuinely excited by the quality of learning that I have seen taking 

place. The politeness of students has been particularly noteworthy and it 

has been nice to see such high importance placed on manners both in the 

academy and within the wider community. 

I am sure that all students will be ready for a rest this weekend after what 

has been a busy but hugely purposeful first week back.  

Thank you all in advance for your continued support, 

Mr B Baines 

Principal 
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We have now subscribed to the parent app for Go4Schools. You can download the app from 

the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store, and have access to your child’s timetable, 

progress reports, attendance and behaviour information at the touch of a button.  

For more information about how to create your Go4Schools Parent Account, have a look at 

the guide later in the newsletter. 

Please note, we use Google Classrooms to issue and track homework, not Go4Schools.  

Go4Schools Parent App 
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The library keeps a supply of several stationery items that your child may need for their school 

day. A full list of items available & prices can be found on the Rushden Academy website.  

We are open to sell stationery from 8.30am until 2pm each day.  

Stationery in the Library 
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ALICIA’S BLOG…. 

Alicia finished her Level 3 studies this summer, achieving A*, A*, A 

and has qualified to start her children’s nursing degree in Liverpool. 

However, she has decided to defer her place until next year and has just embarked on 

her travels to Nepal where she will be volunteering on a health care program. 

Over the next few weeks we will be sharing her travels with you. We are so proud of her 

and her achievements and hope this blog will inspire future 6th form students in their 

journeys around the world.  

 

 
Day 1 

I’m going to Pokhara in Nepal to volunteer on a healthcare 

program where we work with people over there in a school and 

the local community and aid in the teaching of basic healthcare 

like hand washing, first aid etc. going into schools and creating 

activities to aid in the promotion of health and hygiene for the 

children. Also going into the local community to assist in 

demonstrations and talks about other healthcare related 

topics.  

 

 

Day 2 

I went into a school yesterday and taught my first 4 classes in healthcare it went great! I was 

teaching them all about external body parts e.g. head, neck, hand, arm, leg etc. Going back 

on to the same school tomorrow!  

 

 

Day 4 

Here are some more photos of my trip so far. I start 

on my project tomorrow so for the last 3 days we have 

been visiting monasteries, temples, taking 

traditional Nepalian cooking classes and looking 

round the local town of Pokhara where we are 

staying! It is so beautiful and I 

am enjoying it so much and 

can’t wait to start my project 

tomorrow!  

6th Form News 
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Please contact Lynda King, our family support worker, for more information or to book a 

place. l.king@rushden-academy.net 

mailto:l.king@rushden-academy.net
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the top right of the Go4Schools home 

page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time user box (your computer login in 

followed by @rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) in the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

 

You also have access to the Go4Schools app that can be downloaded from the Apple Store or 

Google Play. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 
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Wednesdays 28th September - 19th October 2022 

Each session runs from 7-9pm 

Places are limited - we have a maximum number of 12 participants per course so we can get 

to know each other well - so please do book ASAP to secure your place. 

* We do not want anyone to be excluded from attending our events due to cost and bursary 

places are available with a 50% discount. Please enter the promo code 'bursaryscheme22' 

when you select your ticket to receive this discount (look for 'Enter promo code' in blue when 

you add your ticket). 

To be eligible for a bursary place, you would need to be in receipt of one or more of these 

government allowances and you would need to be willing to provide evidence of your receipt 

of this benefit should this be requested; 

• Universal Credit 

• Income support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Child Tax Credit only (with a family income of less than £16,190) 

• National Asylum Seekers Support 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Employment and Support Allowance - income related only. 

Otherwise the programme is £12.50 

 

Handling Anger is a 4 session course produced by the national charity Care for the Family. 

This course will be run by Hope for Families, a registered charity working to support parents 

and carers living in Northamptonshire and the surrounding area. 

Each session is 2 hours long and we will be running this course online. Throughout the 

course, our aim is to help you to build strong family relationships and to increase your 

confidence as a parent or carer so that you and your child can understand and manage anger 

in a safe and healthy way.  

 

To book please email louise@hopeforfamilies.org.uk  

 

Please contact Lynda King, our family support worker, for more information l.king@rushden-

academy.net 

 

 

Handling Anger in the Family Online Workshop 
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In Performing Arts lessons this week we have been making sure each and every student 

knows about the wonderful opportunities coming up this year and we are delighted to be able 

to share details with you all. 

We are very excited that this year’s whole school musical is CHICAGO High School Edition. 

The Performing Arts team are looking forward to our first show meeting on Tuesday and 

getting stuck into rehearsals the following week! Any student can take part in the show, every 

student that wants to be involved can be so we encourage all those interested to join the 

classroom and come along to the first meeting to find out more. 

Performing Arts Update 
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Upcoming KS3 Musical 

In KS3 lessons this week we have also been sharing details about our KS3 musical for this 

which is going to be the ‘splurgetastic’ musical Bugsy Malone. First meetings will be early 

October and anyone interested in taking part in Bugsy Malone is being offered the opportunity 

to go and see the production at Milton Keynes Theatre on our Performing Arts trip. Look out 

for further updates! 

Performing Arts Update 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - 

please get in touch with Mrs Brooks! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum 

and singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know 

and we will try and source the provision! 

r.brooks@rushden-academy.net 

mailto:r.brooks@rushden-academy.net
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Celebrating Legally Blonde  

Whilst last year may seem a long distance memory and yet summer flew by like the blink of an 

eye, we cannot forget how proud we are of the cast of Legally Blonde. We have never before 

quite faced the temperature challenges that we faced this year and yet our amazing cast 

powered on through exceedingly hot conditions. Whilst we unfortunately had to reduce the 

number of shows, this just furthered their drive to make sure each and every show we were 

able to do was amazing. We were privileged to have a great photographer come and 

photograph the show and we are delighted to be able to share some of the many amazing 

photos of our talented cast and crew with you. 

 

Some backstage snaps… 

Performing Arts Update 
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Our on stage captures…. 

Performing Arts Update 



 

 15 15 

Our on stage captures…. 

Performing Arts Update 
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Our on stage captures…. 

Performing Arts Update 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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