
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer 

Thank you to year 7 parents for attending parents evening 

last night, the turnout was excellent and all in all it was a 

very positive evening. Your feedback is invaluable and we 

have already taken action following on from the recent year 

10 parents evening feedback so please keep us up to 

speed with any suggestions. 

Year 10, 12 and 13 Performing Arts students participated in an external 

workshop with a theatre company called ‘The Paper Birds’ yesterday. Here 

is the feedback we received: 

‘I LOVED working with your students, I was utterly impressed by 

everyone. The energy in the room for both workshops was 

exceptional, everyone was motivated, positive and ready to work and 

created a supportive atmosphere for each other to perform. I am 

honestly SO impressed by the talent and culture of respect that was 

displayed today’ 

In this week's pupil feedback, they 

commented that they are supported 

well in lessons and they have 

extension activities if they finish before 

others. They talked about feeling safe 

and they enjoyed being at this school. 

Areas where they were less confident 

was in their understanding of what it 

means to be British. We do learn about 

this in form time, it is discussed in 

assemblies and PSHE but I thought I 

would share with you this simple 

outline (right). 

We will soon be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, as we come 

together to celebrate a monumental milestone, it will remind us what it 

means to be British. 

Finally, we wish all of our year 11 and year 13 pupils all the very best of 

luck as they fully immerse themselves in the busy examination period. 

Advice is to keep revising, practicing papers, asking teachers for advice 

and don’t forget we are here to support you with your examination stress. 

Thank you for reading this week’s newsletter, do take care 

Mrs J Burton 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

In this newsletter: 

• Message From the 

Principal 

• Word of the Week 

• Numeracy Problem 

of the Week 

• Performing Arts 

Update 

• Library Update 

• Summer Term PE 

Activities & Extra 
Curricular Clubs 

• Rushden’s Got 

Talent 

• Lost Property 

• Summer Attendance 

Reward 

• Wear a Hoodie Day 

- Friday 6th May 

• Viel Glück!  

• TFTF - Think for the 

Future - Behaviour &  
Resilience 
Mentoring 

• A Guide to reporting 

on TikTok 

• PTFA Update 

• Badminton Interform 

Aspire, Explore, Succeed 

13/05/2022  

 

Rushden Academy Newsletter  

Message From the Pr incipal  



 

 

Please ensure the contact details Rushden Academy has for you are correct. You can do this 

via SIMS Parent Online or via the SIMS Parent App. If you have not received an invitation to 

login, please contact main reception. 

Check Your Contact Details are Correct 
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Don’t forget that lost property can be found in student reception. There are currently a few 

items there, including some coats. 

Please remind your child to check if they have lost anything recently.  

All unclaimed items are donated to a local charity at the end of each term. 

Lost Property 
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We have now subscribed to the parent app for Go4Schools. You can download the app from 

the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store, and have access to your child’s timetable, 

progress reports, attendance and behaviour information at the touch of a button.  

For more information about how to create your Go4Schools Parent Account, have a look at 

the guide at the end of the newsletter. 

Please note, we use Google Classrooms to issue and track homework, not Go4Schools.  

Go4Schools Parent App 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/go-4-schools/id1438216501
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hyperspheric.go4schools&hl=en_GB&gl=US
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Our Year 11s have begun their exams this week and we are incredibly proud of their 

approach.  

Year 7 have written good luck cards to each student to show that all of the school are behind 

them as they continue to put all of their effort into this final stage of their GCSE education. I 

have been able to read these cards and it is so lovely to see such kind words being written.  

These will be shared with students shortly and I cannot wait to spread this positivity on behalf 

of Year 7. 

Mr R Smart 

Head of Year 11 

Good Luck Year 11! 
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Thank you to all who took part in the year 11 fundraising day last Friday. There were certainly 

some colourful garments on display. The Prom Committee managed to raise a total of £269 

which will be put towards a photo booth at the year 11 Prom on July 4th. We then had an 

incredible anonymous donation of £200 to add to this amount.   

In total, this had paid the full balance for the hire of the booth, and Ms Kemal has added a 

sweet cart and doughnut stall to the evening's festivities. I hope our year 11 focus fully on 

their exams for the next 6 weeks then we can enjoy an evening of celebrations. 

The photo booth on the evening comes with the following... 

• Two professional attendants 

• 3 hrs running time  

• Prop Box packed full of Wigs, Glasses Hats & quirky silliness 

• Large selection of Green Screen Backgrounds to suit your quirky theme 

• Guests welcome to use the photo booth as many times as they like 

• The photo booth prints 2 copies of every print / 4 Strips 

• Custom designed photo template with name and date of event on each print   

• Social Media Upload / Password Protected Gallery 

• Personalised hard-backed guest book for your guests to stick a copy of the print out and 

write a message 

• USB Stick containing all images supplied after event 

 

Wear a Hoodie Day - Friday 6th May 
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Thursday saw our Year 10, 12 and 13 students have the opportunity to work with 'The Paper 

Birds'.  

The Paper Birds is a devising theatre company, with a social and political agenda. They are 

recognised as UK leaders in verbatim theatre. They're artists, investigators, entrepreneurs, 

educators. They pride ourselves on taking complex, multi-faceted subjects and making them 

accessible. They have an artistic programme and a creative learning programme and nurture 

both equally.  

Students had a fantastic time creating material for devised pieces, they were able to try out 

the methods and work collaboratively.  

Well Done Year 10, 12 & 13!  

The Paper Birds 
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With the exams for our year 11 language 

students underway, Mrs Brainwood’s year 

7 German class were asked to write some 

messages of Good Luck to her year 11 

German class. 

The students wrote some lovely messages 

of support, wishing them all the best after 5 

years of hard work. 

We are confident that with everyone 

behind them, they will all do their very best 

this summer. 

Mrs G Brainwood & 7 Schiller 

Viel Glück!  
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Badminton Interform 
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Year 7 Winners 

7RAB 
Year 8 Winners 

8SR 

Year 9 Winners 

9RMC 
Year 10 Winners 

10SEV 
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You can’t have failed to notice from social media and the weekly newsletters that since 

February 2020, another team of people have been actively supporting the staff, students and 

families of the Rushden Academy community. Unique to a few schools within the midlands 

and Milton Keynes area, the Ethos teams are funded by Grace Foundation, whose vision is to 

transform young people’s lives through holistic education. Their vision is designed to support 

the aspirational, relational, and spiritual needs of students and their families. 

The Ethos Team of Josh Noblett (Ethos Leader), Lynda King (Family Support Worker) and 

Rosie Benn (Youth Worker) had a tricky introduction to their new roles as a few weeks into 

starting with us, we entered the first lockdown. Since then the team has grown, as has their 

workload! 

Here is a brief run-down of what a day in their life might look like. 

Keep checking the website, the newsletter and social media for all of their up-dates. 

Mrs G Brainwood 

Assistant Principal 

 

Ethos Team - Supporting the Rushden Academy Community 

Josh Noblett:  

Leads the onsite Ethos Team consisting of a youth worker and 

family support worker 

Works with key staff to design and deliver a bespoke Ethos 

Programme to improve holistic student outcomes. The Ethos 

Programme includes; drop down days, lessons, intervention 

groups, enrichment activities, workshops, 1:1 mentoring, 

assemblies, tutor time & support for key Christian festivals 

Works with Personal Development Lead, safeguarding team, 

pastoral team, behaviour team and SLT to ensure the Ethos 

Programme integrates with school priorities and makes a 

positive contribution to the latest OFSTED expectations and 

outcomes  

Teaches RE for KS3 

Involved with and oversees the Ethos mentoring programme 

mentoring several students each week. 

Currently leading an anger management course for boys 

Available for and often involved with day to day pastoral, behaviour and safeguarding needs 

as they arise in school. 

Oversees community mentors 

Links with local church and community partners 

Various lunch, break and gate duties 

Involved with support for staff wellbeing 

mailto:l.king@rushden-academy.net
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Ethos Team—Supporting the Rushden Academy Community 

Lynda King: 

Part of pastoral and safeguarding team so working constantly 

with HoY, DSL and DDSL 

Working with allocated families with issues around finances; 

health; wellbeing; housing; behaviour/parenting; parental 

conflict 

Running parenting courses and workshops 

Supporting vulnerable families from Y6 into 7  

Point of contact in school for allocated families specifically 

Drop ins from students 

Rosie Benn: 

1:1 mentoring with students referred by safeguarding team and 

Heads of Year 

Listening ear and pastoral support for students who self-refer 

Running intervention courses on a range of topics including 

anxiety, self-esteem, resilience, self-harm, bereavement, exam 

stress, anger, goal setting 

Running break and lunch drop in clubs 

Leading Thrive, an extra-curricular group which gives students 

the opportunity to explore the big questions in life 

Teaching RE lessons  

Co-ordinating special events such as the GSUS Live 

installation and Revolution Manchester trip 



 

 

The PTFA have been very pleased to donate £388 to PE recently. The money has already 

been used to purchase a pair of brand new netball posts and nets for the girls netball team. 

Our next fundraising event will be at sports day (Friday 1st July) running a refreshments stall 

for students and staff to use throughout the events. Please bring loose change with you on 

the day to purchase items - but don't worry we will remind everyone again a bit nearer the 

day!    

The PTFA will also be present at the upcoming Y6 into Y7 meet the 

tutor evening (Thursday 23rd June) to help answer any questions new 

parents may have. We will be next to the uniform stall so please do 

come and say hello. 

JOIN US! – If you would like to join the PTFA, suggest fundraising 

ideas, have prizes that could be donated for an event or just help out at 

an individual event, please contact us via L.Hunter@rushden-

academy.net 

 

PTFA Update 

For a couple of years now, mentors from TFTF have been 

supporting some of our boys during weekly sessions. These 

sessions are delivered in small groups or even 1:1 with students 

who have been identified as needing some extra support. 

This support varies from group to group but allows the young 

people to discuss what has gone on during the week in terms of 

behaviour choices they might have made and reflect on the 

outcome of those choices. With the mentor, they set themselves targets to achieve a certain 

attendance percentage or number of achievement points and these targets are monitored 

weekly. The students are encouraged to be reflective and consider the value of education as 

well as developing strategies to help them cope with challenges they may face. 

Heads of Year receive weekly feedback reports from the mentor and the progress is tracked 

to see how successful this intervention is, in terms of improved student engagement and 

behaviour. 

Our current mentor is Deji and he has built strong and positive relationships with the boys he 

is working with. He has established a safe environment for the boys to talk about their week 

and works alongside our Heads of Year and Behaviour Support Team. 

Groups are reviewed regularly and changed termly to give as many students as possible the 

support they need. 

For more information please see the TFTF website or contact myself or the relevant Head of 

Year. 

https://www.thinkforthefuture.co.uk/ 

Mrs G Brainwood 

Assistant Principal 

TFTF - Think for the Future - Behaviour &  Resilience Mentoring 
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mailto:L.Hunter@rushden-academy.net
mailto:L.Hunter@rushden-academy.net
https://www.thinkforthefuture.co.uk/
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As I’m sure you are all aware, this 

week is Mental Health Awareness 

Week, and the library helps in many 

ways to support our students with all 

aspects of their wellbeing. We are an 

all inclusive space for students to 

come and spend their breaks and 

lunches. The library has many 

resources covering a variety of topics 

that the students can borrow to read 

in their own time. On Thursdays 

lunch time we make the library a 

tranquil place for those students that 

would like to enjoy some quiet time. 

Reading is one of the most important activities your child can do to aid with their mental and 

emotional wellbeing. It can help them to escape to a different place, as well as helping them 

to improve their vocabulary and understanding of all school work. Reading helps them make 

sense of how they're feeling, express their thoughts and emotions, and seek support. It can 

also help to increase their self-confidence and self-awareness, and foster an interest in 

learning and understanding other points of view. Reading has also been proved to reduce 

stress by up to 68%, it does this by lowering the heart rate and easing the tension in the 

muscles. 

Books can empower the reader to understand and manage complex emotions. Through a 

story, they can learn how to recognise what is happening inside them as they empathise with 

a character going through a similar situation. They feel more confident about themselves as 

they discover that they’re not the only ones going through a difficult experience. With the right 

support available, books can play a therapeutic role by creating a safe space for children who 

have experienced trauma, life challenges and relationship difficulties. Through a book, they 

can explore their emotions and vulnerability by observing a familiar feeling or situation from a 

distance. 

Here are some tips to help your child get the most from their reading: 

• Make sure they find the most comfortable and relaxing spot in their house so that they can 

really settle into their reading book. 

• Try to get rid of any distractions so that they can really concentrate. 

• If there are some words or phrases in their book that they are not quite sure of, ensure 

that they feel confident to ask someone else in the house to help or contact one of their 

teachers. 

• They could also try reading aloud to someone else, or on their own. Sometimes when 

words are said aloud they can hear something doesn’t sound right much easier than 

reading it on a page. 

Happy reading! 

Library Update 
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Library Update 
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Why should you get involved? 

 Part of our PE Assessment - HEALTHY ME!  

 Increase your Physical Activity for a healthy lifestyle 

 PE Club Loyalty Cards available and prizes to be won for regular attenders 

 Learn new skills and practice for fixtures against other schools and Sports Day 

 Get outside, enjoy the weather and boost your mental health too! 

 Make new friends and socialise with others  

 Be part of a team!  

 

ROUNDERS FIXTURES 

We have entered the girls rounders league and 

so will have fixtures coming up against other 

schools, like we did for netball.  

 

SPORTS DAY 

Friday 1st July - Best day of the school year!!  

Athletics events and other events for everyone to get involved in as usual throughout the day! 

 

INTERFORMS 
Like the previous dodgeball and benchball tournaments that have taken place at lunchtimes 

there will be further interform competitions this term.  

 

If you want any more information or if you have any questions then please just speak to any 

member of the PE faculty.  

Summer Term PE Activities & Extra Curricular Clubs 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

Athletics 

Track Events 

Tennis Rounders 

Athletics  

Field Events 

Cricket Softball 

Please note, clubs are for boys and girls of all ages, everyone is welcome! Clubs are free and 

all you need to do is go to the changing rooms after school, get changed and get involved!   
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If you see a video that you believe violates TikTok Community 

Guidelines, please report it to them. 

 

To report a video  or a LIVE comment in your TikTok app: 

1. Go to the video or LIVE comment you need to report 

2. Press and hold on the video 

3. Select report and follow the instructions provided 

 

To report a hashtag or a LIVE video: 

1. Tap the hashtag or LIVE video you want to report 

2. Tap share 

3. Select report and follow the instructions provided 

 

To report a sound: 

1. Go to the sound 

2. Tap share 

3. Select report sound 

4. Submit your report 

 

To report someone on TikTok or to report a direct message: 

1. Go to the person’s profile or the direct message 

2. Tap the 3-dot icon in the top right 

3. Select report and follow the instructions provided 

 

TikTok is for people you are 13 years old or older. If you suspect someone has an 

account on TikTok that is younger than 13, please report it to them. 

 

To report an underage account: 

1. Go to the online reporting form 

2. Select report an underage user on the form 

3. Enter the account information and click submit 

A Guide to reporting on TikTok 

https://www.tiktok.com/community-guidelines?lang=en
https://www.tiktok.com/community-guidelines?lang=en
https://support.tiktok.com/en/safety-hc/report-a-problem
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Drama 

Year 8 Drama students have been given their mid term assessment scripts from 'The Curious 

Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime' students have spent the last three weeks exploring the 

character of Christopher and have been trying to think about how he thinks and what the 

world is like through his eyes. Students have been looking at how to approach a script and 

how they can communicate their characters while performing a script.  

 

Dance 

The Year 10 dancers have started their final style for component 1. The genre of Hip-Hop is 

currently being explored through practical and theory lessons. The group has shown great 

enthusiasm and willingness to delve into challenging styles like, locking, popping, old skool 

and street dance. Throughout the term the dancers will be building a presentation 

demonstrating their knowledge and understanding of the genre including the culture, 

practitioner and stylistic features.  

 

Music 

Year 8s have been learning some more instrumental skills ready for their band project. This 

week they have looked at how to play a basic four count drum beat and have had a chance to 

practise on both acoustic and electric drum kits. The students have thrown themselves into 

this challenge with many of the mastering the basic beat and having a go at the more 

challenging beat. Interestingly many students found the electric kit more challenging than the 

traditional acoustic kit due to its size and the way the sticks contact to make sound. So many 

students left lessons this week buzzing and talking about getting their own kit, I wonder if we 

have some future drummers on our hands!  

 

Performing Arts Career of the week: Music Video Dancer 

To perform to live audiences and for television, film and music 

video productions, study and create choreography, discuss 

and interpret choreography, learn and use other skills such as 

singing and acting.  

Average Salary: £29,420  

 

Performing Arts Update 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - please 

get in touch with Mrs Brooks! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and 

singing lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and 

we will try and source the provision! 

R.brooks@rushden-academy.net 

mailto:R.brooks@rushden-academy.net
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Legally Blonde Update 

Rehearsals this week have seen our cast and chorus 

going over the vocals for 'Take it Like a Man' The 

crew have been talking all things set and props and 

have been finalising the set concepts.  

We also announced our KS3 2023 Musical and our 

2023 Whole School Musical.....  

Keep your eyes peeled to find out!  

 

 

Interview with Miss Pilgrim Choreographer of 'Whipped Into Shape'  

What did you want to bring to 'Whipped Into Shape'  

Energy, Fun and Skipping!  

Most challenging thing about choreographing the number?  

It was definitely getting the dancers to skip in unison and to the beat of the song. This will 

create a positive impact of the song. Also rehearsal's really pushed the students as it was 

continuous high energy movement.  

What number are you most looking forward to?  

Obviously Whipped Into Shape (rolled eyes) but also Bend and Snap!  

 

Tickets on Sale from 23rd May from Student Reception! 

Tuesday 19th July  

Wednesday 20th July  

Thursday 21st July  

 

Trumpet Player Needed: 

For our upcoming musical of Legally Blonde, we are on the 

lookout for a trumpet player, if you or anyone you know is able to 

play the trumpet please get in touch with Mrs Brooks  

 

 

Don’t forget to follow us on Instagram to stay up to date with the latest news and 

achievements! 

@RushdenAcademyPerformingArts 

Performing Arts Update Continued... 
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Performing Arts Update Continued... 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 
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Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 



 

 

KS4 Summer Exam Timetable 
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KS5 Summer Exam Timetable 
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Continues on the next page... 



 

 

KS5 Summer Exam Timetable Continued... 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the 

top right of the Go4Schools home page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time 

user box (your computer login in followed by 

@rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) to the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 
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