
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer 

Just a reminder that it is Staff Training Day tomorrow, so 

pupils will not be attending school but will return on 

Tuesday 19th April.  

If you managed to see the Key Stage 3 show, Matilda, 

either Tuesday or Wednesday evening I am sure you will 

agree that it was just magnificent. The Performing Arts Team always goes 

above and beyond what is expected and the pupils were just amazing! 

We have had a very productive week again, on Tuesday we took 50 year 9 

and 10 girls to a science, technology, engineering, the arts, and 

mathematics (STEAM) trip to the University of Northampton. Apparently 

the girls were inspired by potential STEAM career opportunities that they 

had never thought of previously. 

Year 9 have had their teenage booster vaccinations and the nurses were 

once again very complimentary of the approach and behaviour of the 

pupils here. We also interviewed this week and one candidate said you 

can almost feel the Team Rushden hug as you walk in. We value being 

smart and respectful and that is very clear. 

Year 11 and Year 13 will almost definitely be sitting summer examinations, 

although some external examinations have already begun the main round 

starts early May. Without doubt pupils will need to be revising over Easter, 

practicing papers, looking at exam board information will really help. 

Useful tools include GCSE pod, Educake & MyMaths. The BBC also has 

some great tools to help, please see: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize for 

further information.  

Mrs J Burton 

Principal 
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Please ensure the contact details Rushden Academy has for you are correct. You can do this 

via SIMS Parent Online or via the SIMS Parent App. If you have not received an invitation to 

login, please contact main reception. 

Check Your Contact Details are Correct 
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To help with your revision, you may find the following links for the exam boards useful. You 

will be able to access past papers and mark schemes. 

AQA                          https://www.aqa.org.uk 

OCR                          https://ocr.org.uk 

Edexcel/Pearson       https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html 

Exam Board Links 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/
https://ocr.org.uk/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html
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We have now subscribed to the parent app for Go4Schools. You can download the app from 

the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store, and have access to your child’s timetable, 

progress reports, attendance and behaviour information at the touch of a button.  

For more information about how to create your Go4Schools Parent Account, have a look at 

the guide at the end of the newsletter. 

Please note, we use Google Classrooms to issue and track homework, not Go4Schools.  

Go4Schools Parent App 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/go-4-schools/id1438216501
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hyperspheric.go4schools&hl=en_GB&gl=US
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EXTRA SUPPORT FROM NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNCIL TO HELP FAMILIES 

MEET THEIR FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS 

North Northamptonshire Council is providing families, who are already in receipt of the local 

School Holidays Meal Support Scheme, a one-off supermarket voucher for each eligible child 

to the value of £50. This voucher can be redeemed in major supermarkets and can be used to 

help towards alleviating pressure on critical household budgets. 

Cllr Jason Smithers, Leader of North Northamptonshire Council, said: “With inflation at the 

highest rate for decades and heating prices rocketing, many people are struggling to make 

ends meet with balancing their household finances. I’m delighted that we’re able to offer this 

support to the most vulnerable in North Northants to help see them through this difficult time. 

Statement From North Northamptonshire Council 
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Have a look at Action for Happiness’ calendar for April. Will you try any of the ideas? 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

    1 2 3 

   Commit to 

being more 

active this 

month, 

starting today 

Spend as 

much time as 

possible 

outdoors 

today 

Listen to your 

body and be 

grateful for 

what it can do 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Eat healthy 

and natural 

food today 

and drink lots 

of water 

Turn a regular 

activity into a 

playful game 

today 

Do a body-

scan 

meditation 

and really 

notice how 

your body 

feels 

Get natural 

light early in 

the day. Dim 

the lights in 

the evening 

Give your 

body a boost 

by laughing or 

making 

someone 

laugh 

Turn your 

housework or 

chores into a 

fun form of 

exercise 

Have a day 

free from TV 

or screens 

and get 

moving 

instead 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Set yourself 

an exercise 

goal or sign 

up to an 

activity 

challenge 

Move as much 

as possible, 

even if you’re 

stuck inside 

Make sleep a 

priority and go 

to bed at a 

good time 

Relax your 

body and 

mind with 

yoga, tai chi or 

meditation 

Get active by 

singing today 

(even if you 

think you can’t 

sing!) 

Go exploring 

around your 

local area and 

notice new 

things 

Be active 

outside. Dig 

up weeds or 

plant some 

seeds 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Try a new 

online 

exercise, 

activity or 

dance class 

Spend less 

time sitting 

today. Get up 

and move 

more often 

Focus on 

‘eating a 

rainbow’ of 

multi-coloured 

vegetables 

today 

Regularly 

pause to 

stretch and 

breathe during 

the day 

Enjoy moving 

to your 

favourite 

music. Really 

go for it 

Go out and do 

an errand for 

a loved one or 

a neighbour 

Get active in 

nature. Feed 

the birds or go 

wildlife-

spotting 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Have a ‘no 

screens’ night 

and take time 

to recharge 

yourself 

Take an extra 

break in your 

day and walk 

outside for 15 

minutes 

Find a fun 

exercise to do 

while waiting 

for the kettle 

to boil 

Meet a friend 

outside for a 

walk and a 

chat 

Become an 

activist for a 

cause you 

really believe 

in 

Make time to 

run, swim, 

dance, cycle 

or stretch 

today 

 

Active April 
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The science department took 52 girls on a trip to the 

University of Northampton to the Women in Science 

Technology Engineering Accountancy and Maths (STEAM) 

event.  

There were over 50 different careers stalls all offering 

interactive and engaging activities including; 

 the Ben and Jerry's challenge from Unilever 

 making sherbet with Scott Bader 

 seeing robots  

 airbrushing from Northampton college 

 and lots more  

The students also had a tour of the UON campus and a 

workshop where they looked at Vauxhall car design or go 

karts. This fantastic opportunity helped raise awareness 

and confidence in students which we lovely to see 

throughout the day.  

The girls completed surveys at the start and end of the day 

which showed a massive increase in the number of 

students wanting to attend university without the worries 

they had at the start of the day.  

It was wonderful to see the girls imagining themselves 

going to university and their behaviour was impeccable.  

Isobel won a competition beating 

over 750 students from other schools to build the best structurally 

sound structure out of lolly sticks!  

We also had a team of students who scored joint second out of all 

the teams of the day to build a go kart without instructions in the 

quickest time.  

Miss E Jepson 

Science Department 

Women into STEAM 
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This week saw our first EVER KS3 Musical 'Matilda' take place at Rushden Academy.  

KS3 and some of our Year 12 BTEC Performing Arts students took the stage Tuesday and 

Wednesday night, what an incredible show it was. The cast, crew and production teams have 

worked so hard over the past few months to put on the performances. Students have 

dedicated time, effort and have had to put up with the Trunchball's strict rules so they weren't 

sent to the chokey!  

As a Performing Arts Faculty we hope you enjoyed the show and we are so proud of all 

involved.  

Please look out for show pictures in the next newsletter and on our Instagram page!  

KS3 Musical 
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We have a 6th form Instagram page. This is where we 

post up to date information on events and trips in the 

6th form.  

Please follow and share in our adventures and 

successes. 

‘rushdenacademy6thform’ 

6th Form Instagram Page 

The current year 10 students that are enrolled within the DofE programme have been meeting 

with Mrs Brooks to ensure that they are on track with what they are doing for their 3 

sections: Volunteering, Physical and Skill.  

Anyone that has not dropped in to meet with Mrs Brooks this 

week is encouraged to get themselves logged into their eDofE 

account over Easter and complete and submit their plan for 

these sections in order for us to approve the activity. Please 

ensure each activity has an assessor listed as well as some 

form of contact information for them! Anyone who is having 

difficulties accessing their account can drop a message on the 

classroom or an email to Mrs Brooks and we can get you 

sorted out. 

Some students are starting to complete sections and we are 

looking forward to celebrating these successes after Easter!  

 

Current Year 9 students - look out for information on how you 

can take part in the programme coming to you before 

Summer!  

Duke of Edinburgh Update 
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On Tuesday evening our newly formed Year 8 Basketball team hosted Manor School in their 

first ever competitive fixture! Despite only having played together in one rotation of PE 

lessons and the After-school extra-curricular sessions, we were unsure on how we would fare 

against a school that had played numerous games beforehand.  

However, the team consisting of Svetlan, Lorenzo, Joseph, Callum R, Oliver S, Alex W, 

Kieran M and Jake were exceptional and lead 6-0 within the first 20 seconds. the boys ran 

riot, continuing to score at will, playing some excellent basketball with fast flowing, passing 

moves and working at an incredible intensity. The team ended up winning by over 50 points!!! 

Despite the score line the boys maintained their high levels of sportsmanship and 

gamesmanship, often assisting the opposition and overruling the referee for the benefit of the 

opposition.  

Year 8 Basketball Success 
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During the Easter break period if you or 

your child are having a Spring clean and 

find any books that you would like to re-

home, please consider us!  

We are after any fiction books that are: 

 recently published (since 2015)  

 of interest or enjoyment to students 

here at Team Rushden  

 ideally with a reading age from 9-18 

 in good condition 

You can send your child in with any of the books you would like to donate. Alternatively, if you 

would like the books to be collected from your house at a time that would suit you then please 

contact me at M.Quantrill@rushden-academy.net to arrange a collection.  

Library Update 

Please can you remind your child to keep an eye on the date in the front of their library book 

as to when it needs to be returned by. Students can borrow the book for two weeks - if they 

need a few more days to complete it then they just need to pop in to get it renewed. 

 

Happy Reading! 

Overdue Library Books 

mailto:M.Quantrill@rushden-academy.net
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During some Dance, Drama and Music lessons this week 

KS3 students have been able to watch 'Some Like it Hip 

Hop'. Some Like It Hip Hop is a story of love, mistaken 

identity and revolution, in a city where books are banned, 

and where women are kept subservient to men. The story 

revolves around two central female characters, Jo-Jo and 

Kerri. When they are discovered breaking the rules of the 

city, they are thrown out. The musical has links to all of 

our Performing Arts subjects.  

Year 9 Drama Students have spent this term 

studying 'Teechers' a play by John Godber. 

Teechers looks at features such as multi rolling, 

narration, direct address and lots of comedic 

features. Gail, Hobby and Salty, three students 

who, through their end of term play, tell the 

hilarious story of an idealistic new teacher in his 

perilous first days inside a local comprehensive 

school.  

Thursday 31st March Blood Brothers Drama Trip  

Some of our Year 9, 10, 12 and 13 Drama students have had the opportunity to go and see 

Blood Brothers at Peterborough's New Theatre on Thursday. Blood Brothers, a musical by 

Liverpudlian playwright Willy Russell, revolves around twin boys (Mickey and Edward) who 

are separated at birth and brought up in completely different environments in the city. We 

study the play text 'Blood Brothers' in Year 9, which continues into looking at different theatre 

styles in Year 10. Students who have opted for Drama as an option will be able to see stage 

acting along with all of the production elements which come with it.  

 

Performing Arts Career of the week: Movement Director  

A Movement Director is someone who brings the 

physical aspect of a play to the fore by being close to the 

body. It's a physical job that enables actors' creativity to 

help them create the world of the play and build 

connection with their colleagues.  

 

Performing Arts at Update 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - please 

get in touch with Mrs Ede! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and singing 

lessons but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and we will try 

and source the provision! 

j.ede@rushden-academy.net  

mailto:j.ede@rushden-academy.net
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Performing Arts Update Continued... 



 

 

Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

• Income Support 

• Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

• Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 
£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

• Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

• Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 

15 15 

Rushden Academy has a proven track 

record in successfully supporting trainee 

teachers on programmes leading to QTS. 

Many of our staff, past and present, have 

been trained at the school and an even 

larger number have completed main 

placements and second placements here 

before securing teaching jobs elsewhere. 

As a school with a strong and successful 

record for training new teachers to the profession, Rushden Academy works closely with 

School Centered Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) providers to provide fully supported and 

mentored school placements on a variety of routes. 

If you are interested in a new career or are looking for more information about routes into 

teaching, then please contact Gail Brainwood, Director for Learning on 01933 350391 or by 

email: g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net  

Are you looking for a career change? Are you interested in 
training to teach? 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals___NNC
mailto:g.brainwood@rushden-academy.net
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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6th Form Stars of the Term 
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6th Form Stars of the Term 



 

 

KS4 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable 
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KS5 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable 
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Continues on the next page... 



 

 

KS5 Provisional Summer Exam Timetable Continued... 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the 

top right of the Go4Schools home page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time 

user box (your computer login in followed by 

@rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) to the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 
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