
 

 

 
Team Rushden - United we stand, divided we fall  

Dear Parent / Carer 

Next week we look forward to welcoming year 6 into year 7 

pupils and their families to visit Rushden Academy. 

Although last year we produced a video to present our 

school, we believe that a live tour meeting both staff and 

pupils really showcases better what we do here at the 

academy. Many sixth form students and other pupils have offered their 

help to celebrate their school and will no doubt shine. 

In previous correspondence you may recall that we have been allocated 

an additional Spring Bank Holiday to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee. This falls in the May/June 2022 half term break and because it is 

already a designated holiday, the DFE have made plans to adjust this and 

for schools to allocate an extra day elsewhere in the academic year. We 

propose that Monday 29th November 2021 to be used as the extra day, 

therefore the school will be closed on 29th November. 

Yesterday we heard that the DfE has agreed that next year’s results day 

events will take place on the 18th August for A levels and the 25th August 

for GCSEs. We are aware that to make exams in 2022 less daunting, 

pupils will be told in advance some of the topic areas that will be included 

on the exam papers, helping them to manage their exam preparation. We 

will not find out the details until the spring term but will help pupils to focus 

their revision time. Advance Information will be provided for most GCSE, 

AS and A level qualifications but not exams where there is an optional 

element i.e. where pupils have choices on what they answer. 

Please can you encourage your children to walk to and from school via 

Spencer Park and avoid the Hayway car park area. If they are coming to 

school by bike please encourage them to wear highly visible clothing and a 

helmet to keep them road safe on dark nights. Please can you check the 

uniform expectations too and ensure that they are wearing a coat rather 

than hoody for school. 

Thank you for your continued support, please have a good weekend. 

Mrs J Burton 

Principal 
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To book a slot at our open evening for year 6 students, please use the link below.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/live-tours-tickets-174096135227 

Book a Slot at our Open Evening 

The maths department has added a numeracy guide for parents to our website. The 

purpose of the guide is to help parents and carers to support their children with their 

homework when it involves numeracy. This will be in maths but the booklet covers a range 

of key skills that are required in other subjects across the curriculum such as science, 

geography, design and technology and ICT. 

Numeracy is a key skill for everyday life and being numerate has been shown to be a an 

important determinant of success later in life. Numeracy is important in many jobs as well 

as managing personal finances. 

The booklet is designed to show not only the basics of numeracy but also how it is taught 

at Rushden. Parents and carers may have been taught using different methods and that is 

sometimes a barrier to helping children with their homework if they have used a different 

method or forgotten the method taught. The booklet serves as a guide and a reminder to 

help you support your child. 

Numeracy Guide for Parents 

Take It Further Enrichment - Next Event 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/live-tours-tickets-174096135227?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.rushden-academy.net/index.php/curriculum/mathematics
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Last week our 6th form put on a cake sale and coffee morning to join in with the 'World's 

Largest Coffee Morning' to help raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. They did a 

fantastic job baking, selling and fundraising to raise awareness and much needed funds for 

an excellent charity.  

Altogether with the help of the whole school and staff they raised over £350 in cake sales, 

what an achievement! Well done Team Rushden!  

The 6th form leadership team set the school a challenge to raise over £300 and in doing so 

agreed to take part in an ice bucket challenge. They even managed to rope in a few 

members of staff too so be sure to check out the school social media next week for some 

fun. 

A special thanks has to go to Mrs Kemal, Miss Burrows and Mrs Brooks. Thank you for all 

your support and help!  

There is still time to donate, head to this page and feel free to join in the support: https://

thyg.uk/BUU005061174  

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

https://thyg.uk/BUU005061174
https://thyg.uk/BUU005061174


 

 

For any students that are interested in taking up instrument lessons this term - please get 

in touch with Mrs Brooks! We currently offer string, piano, guitar, drum and singing lessons 

but if you are interested in other instrument please let us know and we will try and source 

the provision! 

r.brooks@rushden-academy.net 

Take up a Musical Instrument 
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Assembly this week was led on Monday, Thursday and Friday by Mr Middleton the Senior 

Vice-Principal. The focus of the assembly was all about the importance of gifts and how we 

should never take things for granted. There was also a focus on how gifts can be precious 

and even small things can have a great effect on others. As part of the theme the 'gifts' 

raised were about WATER, referencing the fact that over 290,000 children under 5 die 

each year due to disease and illness caused by only having access to unsafe and unclean 

water. Mr Middleton also asked our students to consider the gift of a SMILE, something 

small, yet powerful in terms of the message it sends to others. Students were also asked to 

reflect on the gift of EDUCATION and its value for each student's future. The final gift that 

was revealed in the assembly was the gift of HOPE and LOVE and that gift being the 

students themselves whose journey began on their birth and that they were a precious gift 

and embody the hope and love of their parents.  

On Tuesday and Wednesday, Mr Noblett our Ethos Team Leader presented to Year 10 

and 9 about the offer and support that the Ethos Team can provide students. This ranges 

from a 'listening ear' to drop in sessions, bespoke pastoral workshops as well as 

mentoring.    

Assemblies This Week 

As set out in last week's newsletter, our policy on facial piercings states that these are not 

allowed in school. We have been extremely flexible with students to reach a point whereby 

these can be removed with the initial help of retainers.  

We reached the point last week when as many students who are not meeting policy by 

having facial piercings or are wearing retainers/clear plastic studs as an alternative were 

spoken to. They were informed that from Thursday 30th September we would be 

addressing this issue using our Isolation room so that students wilfully ignoring our 

expectation that piercings are removed can continue learning but not within the general 

population of the school. A number of students have already made the decision to remove 

piercings which we are pleased about. However, those who decide to take the course of 

action against our policy will unfortunately face consequences. We would encourage all 

parents and carers whose children continue to present with facial piercings to support our 

policy.  

Piercings Update 

mailto:r.brooks@rushden-academy.net
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On Friday 24th September, we were excited to celebrate European Day of Languages as a 

whole school. Each faculty had been tasked with giving their lessons a European flavour, 

here are just some of the experiences from the day: 

 Creative Arts engaged the students in drawing some famous capital city landmarks 

over the top of the flag from that country. The work that was produced will be going up 

on display in MFL. 

 Maths lessons involved a lot of sums in other languages. Mrs Evans had to pop in to 

MFL to make sure she had her French numbers correct and Mrs Armitage had her 

students counting in Spanish. 

 Students in English discovered work by Hans Christian Anderson and the Grimm 

Brothers. 

 In Science it was all about going on a treasure hunt and discovering European 

Scientists with phrases in the languages that they spoke. 

Thank you to all the faculties for their hard work in coming up with some great ideas. 

Students in MFL this week have been keen to share with us the things that they learned 

and enjoyed and as language teachers it was great for us to see students understanding 

the relevance of European culture beyond the MFL classroom. 

 

Mrs Brainwood & Mrs Charlton 

MFL Department 

European Day of Languages 
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Rushden Academy students used their green fingers to help plant the 

garden of a showhome on a development in Rushden. Davidson 

Homes, who is building 80 homes at the site, off Northampton Road, 

invited children at the school to suggest eco-friendly flowers for the 

garden. 

Simon Tyler, Sales Director at Davidson Homes South Midlands, said: 

“The school has an eco-committee which is very popular with the 

pupils. When the school got back to us they sent us a whole presentation with suggestions 

for flowers and other features which might be suitable for the garden. It is important that 

the garden has a selection of flora to help pollinators such as bees and butterflies to help 

encourage and sustain local wildlife such as insects and the birds that feed on them. 

“After taking on board the input from the children we have incorporated a hedgehog house, 

a variety of wildflowers, bug hotels and bird baths into the garden. 

“We would like to thank the pupils for all of their suggestions and for their valuable help in 

putting the final touches to the garden, which looks stunning. It is very reassuring to see 

that the next generation has a real passion for the environment and helping to promote and 

protect wildlife.” 

Cassie Wiles, Eco Committee Lead said: “Our Year 8 students loved seeing some of the 

elements from their design ideas brought to life in such a wonderful garden. The range of 

plants had been designed to encourage wildlife to visit year-round and the bug hotels 

would help to ensure an increase in biodiversity for the local area. They also very much 

enjoyed seeing the inside of the showhome and receiving a goody bag. 

“I’d like to thank Davidsons Homes on behalf of the students for this opportunity and for 

being eco-conscious when designing their garden, and again thank them for their donation 

towards our sensory garden earlier this year.” 

Rushden Academy Students Plant Gardens for Davidsons Homes 
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Drama  

Year 9 Drama students have been reading and exploring Willy Russell's 'Blood Brothers'. 

Last week we looked closely at the social, historical and political context the play and 

how's students can explore this practically. During workshops we have practically explored 

'status' and how we can use performance skills and explorative strategies to show this. 

Next week we will look closely at a key scene and how we can use non-verbal drama 

within this, ready to help students prepare for assessment.  

Dance  

Year 7 Dance students have been learning and developing short phrases following the 

theme of 'Cosmic' using the 4 dance elements Action, Space, Dynamics and Relationships 

and discussing how they contribute to an overall performance. Some outstanding work is 

currently being produced. Keep up the enthusiasm Year 7!  

Music  

Year 8 students this week have been performing a piece of Gamelan music called 

Lancaran Cobowo - a 7 layered Indonesian inspired piece that focuses on the intricate 

details created when parts are layered up and performed at the same time. Students are 

developing their listening skills and working as groups to create a well timed piece of 

music, they are also putting into practice applying structural techniques to organise their 

piece to maintain interest throughout. Next week students will be using this as inspiration 

for composing their own versions ready for assessment.  

The Week in Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Performing Arts at Rushden Academy 

Y8 Drama students 

Harry & Carmel Y9 Music students in a 

production project 

Miss Pilgrim & Sam Y8 

Thriller in Dance 

Y10 BTEC Performing Arts 

students 

Y8 Music students 



 

 

Rehearsals are well under way for Legally 

Blonde. The full cast, chorus, crew, orchestra 

and production team came together last 

Tuesday for an initial get to know each other 

rehearsal. Mrs Ede has been working with 

The Delta Nu girls for the opening number 

'Omigod You Guys' ready for open evening 

next week. Our Stage Manager Ollie is 

currently working alongside his Assistant 

Stage Managers; Kitty & Matilda and the rest of the Backstage Crew to create an initial 

props list. Ollie is also in the process of gathering rehearsal props for the cast as they 

progress through rehearsals.  

 

Interview With a Cast Member 

Name:  

Lottie Y12 

Role:  

Elle Woods 

Why did you get involved in the 

musical? 

I have been involved in the school 

musicals since Year 8, I find them 

very rewarding as I get to meet and 

work with new people in all years. I 

desire to be an actress as a future 

career, I feel this works perfectly in 

helping me prepare for that.  

What do you enjoy the most about being part of the musical? 

I love seeing it all piece together during rehearsals, working with new people and knowing 

we have all achieved something everyone is going to enjoy!  

What do you think the most challenging part of your role will be?  

Definitely the fact that I'm always on stage and the quick costume changes. However, I 

know It'll all work out in the end!!  

 

Latest News & Achievements Follow us:  

@RushdenAcademyPerformingArts  

8 8 

Legally Blonde Update 
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On Wednesday 22nd September we took our year 12 and 

13 students to Waterside campus at Northampton University 

for a taster day of tours, workshops and talks. Students 

learnt first-hand about what it means to go to university, how 

they teach and how students learn.  

The students were fully engaged with all activities and learnt 

about UCAS personal statements, leadership skills, subject 

offers and courses at the university. This information has 

given them a broader knowledge of what going to university 

is about and has inspired many to now reconsider their post 

18 choices.  

The students were ambassadors for the 6th form and were 

praised for their team work, attentiveness and conduct.  

Mrs Owen 

Director of KS5 

6th Form University Visit 
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Rushden Academy Open Evening 
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Dear Parent/Carer 

We have been sent some free careers guidance for parents on how to support your child to 

progress in certain careers and work related skills. Please register using the links below if 

you are interested.  

https://investin.org/pages/parent-events?mc_cid=4856842748&mc_eid=247546ca03 

Sessions available: 

Kind Regards 

Mr T Billam 

Vice Principal 

 

Free Careers Webinars for Parents of Y10-13  

The Skills Surgery 

Live online | 6th October 2021 | 7-8pm  

 

Breaking into a career in medicine, dentistry 

and veterinary surgery. Led by Dr. Julian 

Pearce, Dermatology Registrar and Academic 

Fellow.   

Succeeding in STEM  

Live online | 20th October 2021 | 7-8pm  

Discover how to kickstart your child's career in 

STEM-related industries. Led by Ella Pod-

more, McLaren Engineer.   

Learning to Lead  

Live online | 24th November 2021 | 7-8pm  

Discover how to supercharge your child's 

leadership skills today.   

The homework from the maths department is set weekly according to the school 

homework timetable through a platform called Mathswatch. It includes videos to help your 

child revise a topic as well as interactive questions for the students to check their 

understanding.   

Your child will have a mathswatch login and password which they use to log on to the 

website where they will see homework assignments. There is a search function as well to 

enable your child to look up and revise any topics covered in class. Mathswatch can also 

be used to help your child with numeracy topics covered in other subjects in school. 

The website can be found at https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/  

Maths Specific Homework for Parents 

https://investin.org/pages/parent-events?mc_cid=4856842748&mc_eid=247546ca03
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/
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Opportunities this week: 

 Which of these will you be part of? 

 If you don’t try it how will you know that it doesn’t interest 

you? 

 If you don’t know what it is, try it and find out. 

 If we only experience what we know, how will we ever 

know more? 

 

Free Webinars this week: 

 

Careers 

DATE SPEAKER INFO 
Tues 5th 

October 10

-11am 

For K3-5 

Picture Editor Panel Event with 

IntoFilm: 

Christopher Chow, Film and TV 

Editor, Bridgette Williams, TV 

comedy editor, Harfun Li, 

Television Editor, Ruth Antoine, 

1st Assistant Editor, Juanita 

Apanari, Edit Assistant 

We will be speaking to our panel of Picture 

Editors led by Christopher Chow whose latest 

work includes the best selling interactive film, 

The Complex, BBC’s Casualty and Sky’s 

Little Darlings. This is a great opportunity to 

learn about Film Editing and have your 

questions answered by our panel! 

Click here to register 

Wed 6th 

October 10

-10:45am 

For K3-5 

Celebrating Black Excellence: 

Dr. Funke Abimbola MBE, 

Solicitor, Business Leader and 

Diversity Campaigner 

 

Join us for a broadcast with Dr Funke 

Abimbola MBE! Funke will be speaking about 

her career and achievements and how we 

can ensure that we are engaging with Black 

History Month. 

Click here to register 

Thurs 7th 

October 2-

2:40pm 

For KS3-5 

Access All Areas Broadcast: 

Jessica Taylor-Bearman, 

Author, Artist, Blogger 

 

Access All Areas aims to raise awareness 

around the issue of inclusivity in the 

workplace for people with disabilities as well 

as inspiring more young people with 

disabilities to consider their career ambitions, 

aim high, and experience the world of work 

for themselves. We will be speaking to 

Author, Artist and Blogger, Jessica Taylor-

Bearman about her experiences of suffering 

from a chronic illness and achieving her 

dream of becoming a best-selling author.  

Click here to register 

https://forms.office.com/r/9MxD1ef96g
https://forms.office.com/r/0WgCwZs1Va
https://forms.office.com/r/i5XEKhXtKT
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Our library has a small amount of stationery that can be bought during break and lunch 

times. Pop in and have a look at our selection while you browse for your next book. 

Buy Stationery in the Library 

Item Price 

Biro Pen (black or blue) 15p 

Handwriting Pen (black or blue) 25p 

Cartridge Pen 80p 

Ink Cartridge 5p 

Pencil 15p 

Highlighter Pen 40p 

Eraser (small) 10p 

Eraser (large) 20p 

Pencil Sharpener 10p 

15cm ruler 15p 

30cm ruler 30p 

30cm Left-handed Ruler 30p 

Protractor/ Set Square 15p 

Small Clear Pencil Case 40p 

Large Clear Pencil Case 60p 

Scientific Calculator (KS3) £3.50 

Scientific Calculator (KS4) £7.50 

As you are aware, this autumn all young people aged 12 to 15 years are being offered the 

first dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. In preparation for this, North Northamptonshire 

Council have been working closely with colleagues in the NHS to ensure that vaccines are 

delivered in a way that causes minimum disruption to schools. As with other vaccines, the 

delivery will be led by the School Aged Immunisation Service (SAIS) who will begin liaising 

with individual schools in the coming days and weeks.  

Should you have any additional questions, please refer to the DfE guidance which is 

below.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/

covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents 

Vaccinations for 12-15 Year Olds 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-young-people-guidance-for-parents
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Congratulations to the following students for achieving star of the week. 

Stars of the Week 
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Go4Schools is the online system that Rushden Academy uses to track student attendance, 

student progress and assign homework tasks.  

Students and parents can access this at home to keep up to date, by checking timetables and 

homework deadlines. Student progress reports will be published through Go4Schools 3 times 

a year.  

Please follow the instructions below to access Go4Schools. 

Student access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools student access page (on the 

top right of the Go4Schools home page) 

 Type in your school email address in the first time 

user box (your computer login in followed by 

@rushden-academy.net) 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

Parental access to Go4Schools 

 Go to the Go4Schools parent access page 

 Enter your email address (the one Rushden Academy contacts you on) to the first time 

user box 

 This will send you an email link with your password 

 Login with your new password 

If you haven’t received an email in 5 minutes, please double check you have your email typed 

in correctly and ask them to send the password again. If you have any problems accessing 

Go4Schools do not hesitate to contact the academy. 

Mr P Bocking 

Assistant Principal 

How to Access Go4Schools 
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If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19), get a test as soon 

as possible. Stay at home until you get the result. 

Main symptoms 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back 

(you do not need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an 

hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a 

cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed 

you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to 

normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

What to do if you have symptoms 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

 Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only 

leave your home to have a test. 

Anyone you live with, and anyone in your support bubble, must also stay at home until 

you get your result.1  

 you're worried about your symptoms 

 you're not sure what to do 

Check if You or Your Child has Coronavirus Symptoms 

Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service if: 
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Are You Eligible for Free School Meals? 

If you are in receipt of any of the following, your child may be eligible for free school meals. 

 Income Support 

 Income based Job Seekers Allowance 

 Income related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Child Tax Credit, with no element of Working Tax Credit, and a household income below 

£16,190 (as assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) 

 Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit 

 Universal Credit - income dependant 

You can check your eligibility and apply for free school meals through Northampton County 
Council by clicking here. 

https://northamptonshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_free_school_meals

